
 

     

To support and Encourage the Teaching of Special Religious 

Education (SRE) at Hornsby and Normanhurst High Schools. 

I wish to make a financial contribution to the work of the Normanhurst Christian Education Association 
which provides Christian Studies programs at Hornsby Girls’ and Normanhurst Boys’ High Schools. 

 

Amount  $ ………………  by      

□ Cash     □ Mastercard      □ Visa     □ Cheque (payable to NCEA)        

Credit card donations  

Name on Credit Card 
     First Name                        Surname 

 Expiry Date    ___  ___   /  __  __ 

Credit Card Number _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _  

Signature  

Direct Debit:  BSB 062-308 A/c 2804 5640 Normanhurst Christian Education Assoc. Inc.     
Please advise the Treasurer at glendaleport@yahoo.com for a receipt. 
 

Title                    Surname                                 
First Name        
Email and Address 

Church                                  Phone                  Date 

  Post to: Normanhurst Christian Education Association Inc. 
PO Box 2061, NORMANHURST, NSW  2076   

(ABN 27 478 553 930) 

        ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

   Enquiries to the Treasurer  -  Mrs Glenys Porter – Phone 9489 3568   

 
 For more information go to https://ncea.net.au 

In February, Tony Jones and I were at 
the annual NCEA Commissioning Service 
at Waitara Gospel Chapel. While we 
often joke that it feels a bit like a 
wedding ceremony, with both of 
us repeatedly saying ‘I do,’ I can’t think 
of a better way to begin a new teaching 
year than by recommitting myself, with 
God’s help, and in the presence 
of others (yes it really does have 

wedding vibes) to the work of SRE. Thank you for the trust you place in me 
and Tony, to represent you - our supporting churches! 
During the service, the speaker shared a statistic from the National Church Life 
Survey: around 76-80% of evangelical Christians say they came to faith during 
their teenage years. While I’ve heard this before, it still hits me the same 
way every time - the incredible and strategic opportunity SRE provides 
to speak God’s love and truth into the lives of young people during 
these formative years.  
One way I hope to make the most of this opportunity is by being more 

intentional about offering Gideon Bibles to students. 
I tend to think of giving Bibles at the “bookends” of a 
student’s SRE experience. However, I was surprised 
when, at the end of a Year 9 lesson on ‘Wisdom’, two-
thirds of the class chose to take a Bible when it was 
offered. It was a tangible reminder of the impact SRE can 
have, and I hope to share stories this year of students 
whose lives are being changed as they encounter God’s 
truth.              Christine Chin, SRE Teacher HGHS 

Please return this form 

CHURCHES LINKED TO THE ASSOCIATION 
 

Chinese and Australian Baptist Church, Thornleigh Northern Life Baptist Church, Hornsby 
Hornsby Uniting Church   Normanhurst Uniting Church 
Wahroonga Anglican Church             St Peter’s Anglican Church, Hornsby 
St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Normanhurst Thornleigh Community Baptist Church 
Thornleigh Hillcrest Uniting Church  Wahroonga Presbyterian Church  
Waitara Gospel Chapel  
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Challenging Year 10: Which Worldview is Best? 
  

By the time students reach Year 10, they are used to 
the discussions that we have in SRE classes; thinking 
through religious belief; what the Bible teaches us 
about Jesus; and the Christian understanding of the 
world. So, it is a good opportunity for the boys, to 
take the time to consider how this view compares 
with how Australian society in general understands 
the world. Whereas the Bible teaches us that the 
problem we face is our separation from God due to 

our sin; the world says that the greatest problem is that we have not 
maximised our individual happiness. Christianity teaches that the solution to 
our problem is to be forgiven and made right with God through trusting in Jesus, 
which involves our welcome into the community of believers and the certainty 
of eternal life with God. The world simply offers hope in more individual 
freedom, leading to a supposed greater happiness, as you decide how to live 
your own life in the here and now. 
What a great opportunity SRE is to be able to speak into the lives of these 
teenage boys, giving them an alternative path through life, one that is not 
marked by the crushing pressure to perform and to find your own happiness 
through success. Rather they can find true joy, by 
turning to the certain hope of an eternal relationship 
with God, experiencing His love with brothers and 
sisters who support and spur one another on to keep 
living for Him. Please pray that students would see the 
greater hope offered in a life lived for Jesus, rather than 
for themselves.       Tony Jones, SRE Teacher NBHS 
                       

PRAYER POINTS 

Normanhurst Boys’ 

• Give thanks for gospel opportunities through SRE and pray Tony quickly 
learns new student names, establishing rapport with Year 7 classes. 

• Pray Year 8’s will understand that God is sovereign, faithful, and good, 
and the whole Bible is one story pointing to Jesus. 

• Pray Year 9 and 10’s will be open to consider why God’s voice is 
trustworthy and life-giving, and that they would be challenged by the 
evidence for the truth of the gospel.  

• Pray that the lunchtime Christian group ‘Connect’ would run smoothly, 
be welcoming, and be distinctly Christian.  

 
Hornsby Girls’ 

• Pray that the students who take a Bible will read it for themselves and 
experience God’s transforming power.  

• Thank God for the opportunity to meet Year 7 parents at the ‘Meet the 
Teacher’ evening in February. Pray that parents will understand how 
SRE works, and its value for their daughters.   

• Pray for Christian students who are unsure about their faith or wrestling 
with big questions, that God encourage and guide them.   

• Pray the Christian lunchtime group ‘Highlite’ is a welcoming and loving 
community, with godly leaders facilitating discussion in Acts.   

 

FINANCIAL NEWS – Autumn 2026. 

We give heartfelt thanks to the LORD as He has abundantly blessed 
this ministry through His people in 2025! With a budget of 
$153,000 we finished the year with a small deficit which was met 
by a surplus from previous years. 

Our budget for 2026 is $158,000.  

Please pray that God will supply the finances needed 

Thank you to all of you who have so generously supported. 
The Australian Tax Office has endorsed the Normanhurst Christian Education RIGS 
(Religious Instruction in Government Schools in Australia) Fund as a tax- deductible 
gift recipient. Our bank account details are identified over the page. However, 
receipts reflect the name Normanhurst Christian Education RIGS Fund.  
Donations to support this ministry can be forwarded by cash, cheque,  
online direct debit, or credit card (see over page).  

Glenys Porter, 
NCEA Treasurer, March 2026  


