Please return this form

To support and Encourage the Teaching of Special Religious
Education (SRE) at Hornsby and Normanhurst High Schools.

| wish to make a financial contribution to the work of the Normanhurst Christian Education Association
which provides Christian Studies programs at Hornsby Girls’ and Normanhurst Boys’ High Schools.

Amount $ ... by
O Cash O Mastercard O Visa O Cheque (payable to NCEA)

Credit card donations

Name on Credit Card .
First Name Surname

Expiry Date /

Credit Card Number

Signature

For Direct Debit: BSB 062-308 A/c 2804 5640 Christian Education Assoc. Inc. — Please
advise the Treasurer at glendaleport@yahoo.com to enable a receipt to be mailed to you.

Title Surname
First Name

Email and Address

Church Phone Date

Or | request a set of envelopes which can be placed in my Church’s offering.
Or Hand this form to a Management Committee member.

r Postto: Normanhurst Christian Education Association Inc.
PO Box 2061, NORMANHURST, NSW 2076

(ABN 27 478 553 930)
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Enquires to the Treasurer - Mrs Glenys Porter — Phone 9489 3568

CHURCHES LINKED TO THE ASSOCIATION

Chinese and Australian Baptist Church, Thornleigh ~ Northern Life Baptist Church, Hornsby

Hornsby Uniting Church Normanhurst Uniting Church
Wahroonga Anglican Church St Peter’s Anglican Church, Hornsby
St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Normanhurst Thornleigh Community Baptist Church
Thornleigh Hillcrest Uniting Church Wahroonga Presbyterian Church

Waitara Gospel Chapel
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Differing Responses

It’s interesting how different students respond to
the same lesson. In Years 7 and 8, we’ve been
exploring the life of Moses and the events
surrounding the Exodus, including the giving of the
Ten Commandments. The content was new for
most students and in our final lesson, they had the
opportunity to ask questions in small groups. And
they didn’t hold back! Why did God wait so long
) before freeing the Israelites from slavery? Why the
prolonged process of plagues when God could just
eliminate Pharaoh? Was it moral for all the
Egyptians to suffer? Where did the blood from the Nile River come from? How
can Christians believe such crazy stories in the Bible? What about scientific
evidence? How does God communicate today? Does he judge us by sending
suffering? Why is there a commandment to not murder when God sends judges
to kill others? = Why aren’t there commandments on caring for the
environment? Isn’t God being oppressive when he requires Israel to faithfully
obey him?
I’'m sure some of my answers left students more confused
than they began with at the start of the lesson but | love that
God allows us to ask hard questions and that the process of
searching for answers can strengthen our faith. | was
particularly encouraged by a conversation after class with
a Year 8 student (scan the QR code to learn more). The seed SCAN ME
has been sown and | draw encouragement in knowing that God is the one
who will bring growth and spiritual understanding (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).

Christine Chin, SRE Teacher, HGHS
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The Bible — One Single Story!

One of my great joys in teaching SRE is in helping
my students understand how the whole Bible is
a single story, that points to Jesus as our Saviour.
In Terms 2 and 3, Year 8 looked at the story of
the Old Testament, beginning with Creation and
The Fall. When Satan speaks to the woman, we
see a pattern of sin established, she SEES the
fruit, DESIRES it for what it offers, and so TAKES
it for herself. This See-Desire-Take pattern then
' becomes a test for others. The boys in Year 8

began to recognise the pattern. Beginning with
Abraham and Sarah, who seeing that they have no child, and desiring to fulfil
God’s promise, take Hagar to use for themselves. Then in others such as David,
who sees Bathsheba and desires her, so takes her for himself, or Jonah, who
sees that God is offering forgiveness to the Ninevites, but desires their
destruction, so takes himself away from Nineveh, albeit unsuccessfully. Finally
we reach Jesus, who is shown by Satan things desirable for him. Yet Jesus
refuses to take these things for himself, trusting instead in the goodness of God
and his word, therefore passing the test and going on to fulfil the promise of a
perfect saviour, who crushes the head of the serpent. Thank God for Jesus who
passes this test on our behalf, and that the boys in Year 8 can see how this is
who the whole story of the Bible points towards. Pray that God will give them
understanding, and they will put their trust in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour,
as a result.

Tony Jones, SRE Teacher, NBHS.

PRAYER POINTS
Normanhurst Boys’

e Pray Year 7 students would ask good questions as they are confronted
with the need to answer the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’ for themselves.

e Give thanks that Year 8 students are remembering the key ideas taught
from lesson to lesson.

e Pray that the boys in Year 9 would recognize the compelling evidence
for the truth of the resurrection, and reflect on what that means.

e Pray that as Year 10 look at ‘Worldviews’, they would recognize their
own beliefs and bring them into line with a Biblical worldview.

e Prayforthe new leaders of ‘Connect’ to grow in their ability to lead well,
and to faithfully teach the Bible as they disciple the younger students.

Hornsby Girls’

e Praythat I'll be devoted to studying the Bible for myself and sensitive
to God’s leading as | prepare this term’s lessons.

e Pray for strong and positive relationships with students and staff.

e Pray that God will bless Year 9 as they have their last full term of
lessons. Pray that they’ll be engaged as we consider what the Bible
says about the future and what it might mean for them.

e Thank God for our three new enthusiastic Highlite leaders. Pray for
wisdom, courage and vision as they learn to lead Bible studies, care
for others, and manage their time.

FINANCIAL NEWS - October 2022

Thank you to all of you who have so generously supported NCEA
this year.

The budget for 2022 is $120,000. At the end of September $86,000
had been received for which we give grateful thanks. This leaves a
need for the provision of $34,000 by the end of this year! Please
pray that many will be enabled to respond with generosity to this

need.

The Australian Tax Office has endorsed the Normanhurst Christian Education
RIGS(Religious Instruction In Government Schools in Australia) Fund as a tax
deductible gift recipient. Our bank account details are identified over the page.
However, receipts reflect the name Normanhurst Christian Education RIGS Fund.

Donations to support this ministry can be forwarded by cash, cheque,
online direct debit, or credit card (see over page).

Glenys Porter,
NCEA Treasurer, October 2022






